ABSTRACT . Quadrella incana (Kunth) Iltis & Cornejo is transferred from Capparis L. to Quadrella (DC.) J. Presl, and the name is lectotypified. The taxon occurs from southeastern Texas, south to Mexico, Guatemala, and northern Honduras.
Quadrella (DC.) J. Presl (Capparaceae) is an American genus characterized by the combination of peltate to stellate, candelabroid or dendroid trichomes; valvate calyx; and dehiscent siliques or silicles bearing seeds with green, white, or cream embryos. The genus is distributed from southern North America (Texas and Florida) through Central America south to Panama, northern Colombia, and Venezuela and in the West Indies.
For the forthcoming treatment of the Capparaceae for the Flora of North America, Quadrella incana (Kunth) Iltis & Cornejo is transferred from Capparis L. on account of its stellate pubescence and silicles bearing cream-to ivory-embryoned seeds. Shrubs or trees to 10 m tall, 60 cm DBH, stellatetomentulose throughout, rusty brownish on young, conduplicate leaves and buds, pale gray to whitish with age. Leaves alternate, with blades lanceolate or narrowly elliptic to oblanceolate or obovate to rhombic, 2-7(-9) 6 0.6-3.5(-4.2) cm, acute at the apex, cuneate to obtuse at the base, densely stellate, soon glabrescent adaxially, whitish or grayish and tomentulose to tomentose-stellate abaxially, with (3 to)4 to 8(to 9) pairs of lateral veins, these frequently arcuate ascendent at least at base and sometimes reddish; petioles 5-22 mm. Inflorescences axillary, on short, densely whitish stellate peduncles 0.4-2.5(-3) cm, each bearing a subumbellate or corymbose raceme of 3 to 7 small flowers, each subtended by a linear, 1-2 mm, densely stellate, caducous floral bract; pedicels 4-12 mm. Sepals usually linear to filiform, sometimes narrowly oblong to lanceolate, 2-5 6 0.5-0.9 mm, often downward contorted when dry, densely stellate without and within, each subtending a 1 mm, densely canescent triangular gland that persists in fruit; petals elliptic to oblong, 4-8 6 2.5-4 mm, white, tomentose-stellate without, apparently glabrous within; stamens 8, filaments 6-9 mm, stellate on basal half, sometimes to entire length, inserted on 1 mm, glabrous androgynophore; anthers 1.5-2.5 mm, yellow; gynophore 3-7 mm; ovary ca. 2 mm, ellipsoid, 6 longitudinally ribbed at anthesis, both densely whitish stellate. Fruits globose or ovoid to oblongoid or ellipsoid silicles, 8-17 6 7-9 mm, green, reddish green, cream or gray, densely tomentose-stellate without, red within, short-stipitate on 3-8 mm gynophores, 3-9(-15) mm pedicels, and 0.4-2.5(-3) cm peduncles, at maturity dehiscent, with the fruit coat splitting open along 2 to 4 repla strands into 2 to 4 recurved, thin valves that clearly separate from the tip and sharply recurve up and over the fruit to expose a compact, bright red, coalescent aril/pulp/seed package suspended underneath; seeds (1 to)2 to 6 per fruit, 4.5-6 6 4-5 mm, with the light brown testa firm, hard and brittle, 6 deeply invaginated to form a cleft separating the radicular from the cotyledonar claw embryo, cream to ivory, cochleate reniform, cleomoid, the thin cotyledons variously multi-folded.
The type of Capparis incana was not mentioned in the original publication. Due to this reason, the selected collection has been designated lectotype.
Distribution and habitat. In dry woodlands, from southwestern to eastern Mexico, where very common, rarely into southeastern Texas, east to Guatemala and into northern Honduras.
